Dr. Rao thanked all the dignitaries for accepting the invitation for this programme and said that the ACBI and his colleagues feel honoured for this.
Dr. L.M.
Srivastava, former Head of the Department of Biochemistry, of AIIMS , and Senior consultant in Sir Ganagaram Hospital, Delhi, briefed the audience on the activities of ACBI and emphasized the focus of Delhi Chapter in educational and academic activities along with promotion of awareness programme s of the ACBI in Delhi region. He further reiterated the need for multidisciplinary approach to medical problems through clinical biochemistry particularly to young researchers and students. He mentioned that as a sequel to 9 ~ APCCB, the "Yellapragada SubbaRow Oration Award" was instituted with a view to motivate youngsters and bring awareness of developments in IPR issues and innovation of
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science He informed that Prof. D. P. Burma, one of the senior members and past president of ACBI and an eminent Professor of Biochemistry at BHU, passed away recently and the gathering observed a minute's silence in respect of him.
Dr. Srivastava congratulated Dr. Mashelkar as he is the first awardee and was unanimously nominated for the award.
Dr. S. Sriramachari, Adviser, ICMR narrated the background of Yellapragada SubbaRow, who belonged to a poor family, and had a strong conviction of serving humanity, struggled hard to achieve his goal and succeeded in his scientific zeal. He transformed science and changed lives of human beings. As a leader of research group at Lederle laboratories in USA, Dr. Yellapragada SubbaRow succeeded to discover polymyxin, which is widely used in cattle feed even today, as well as Aureomycin the first of the tetracycline antibiotics, which saved millions of lives over the last 50 years. His long list of contributions include discovery of Vitamin B12, Folic acid, Methotrexate, Aminopterin, Hetrazan etc. The role of phosphocreatine and adenosine triphosphate in cells of living organisms was discovered by him along with Dr. Cyrus Fisky. Dr. SubbaRow also devised the perfect analytical way of estimating phosphorus in living organisms and was generous to name it as "Fisky-SubbaRow's method" instead of SubbaRow-Fisky's method. Dr. SubbaRow turned out to be one of the most highly cited scientists in the entire history of science. He was truly a "man of all sciences". Immense scientific brilliance, along with tremendous modesty, self-effacement and generosity to give credit to someone who stood to gain a great deal thereby, are unique traits of the personality of this great man of the century. Today, the entire mankind is benefiting in the fight against several diseases because a man , an Indian that makes all of us proud, like SubbaRow, worked for this.
Dr. Sriramachari suggested to bring out "Who is Who" volumes particularly with biographies of such luminaries in science like SubbaRow to motivate youngsters to undertake innovative science with dedication that can alleviate the ailments of human health. Prof. K. Kannan, Dean, Indraprastha University, Delhi elaborated on Dr. SubbaRow's first scientific paper titled "The colorimetric determination of Phopsphorous" and its applications in present day medicine, 80 years after its publication in the Journal of Biological Chemistry (JBC), in 1925. Dr. Kannan urged the young students to look into all the original paper in JBC of 1925 to appreciate the deep sense of SubbaRow's depth of analysis and development of an analytical method that can be applied for several decades later. He added that this procedure became an important tool for diagnosis of metabolic diseases.
Mr. SP.K. Gupta, a science journalist, who brought out a publication titled " Yellapragada SubbaRow in quest of Panacia", which gave glimpses of Dr. SubbaRow's life and conlributions for the welfare
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1-3 of humanity. Mr. Gupta narrated the background and achievements of Dr. SubbaRow and as a journalist, how he could bring out his life and works into public through a number of publications. He mentioned that many, who are aware of the invaluable contributions of Dr. SubbaRow in terms of lives saved by the medicines arising out of his great discoveries, feel that he deserved a Nobel prize and suggested that an appropriate recognition to him by the nation will be only Bharat Ratna to be given posthumously.
Professor. Shyam Chauhan, of Department of Biochemistry, AIIMS, proposed the vote of thanks to one and all including Dr. Taruna Madan, Scientist from IGIB, for her excellent compeering, which has contributed to the grace and elegance of the entire programme.
There was high tea at the end of the function for all the invitees which was sponsored by Accurex Biomedical Pvt. Ltd. and B.D. Diagnostic.
Dr. R.A. Mashelkar, FRS
Dr. R.A. Mashelkar, FRS, is presently the Director General of Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), the largest chain of industrial research and development institutions in the world. He is the one of the only three Indian engineers to have been elected as Fellow of Royal Society (FRS). Dr. Mashelkar was Director of National Chemical Laboratory (NCL) Pune during t989-1995 and converted NCL into an International Chemical Laboratory thereby setting in motion processes for India's emergence as a global R&D platform. The "CSIR 2001: Vision & Strategy" enunciated by him when he took over as DG, CSIR gave a new orientation to CSIR transforming it into a user focused, performance driven and accountable organization.
His pioneering work over the past thirty five years has had a significant impact on plant optimization, productivity improvement as well as technology development in the industry, both in India and abroad. Dr. Mashelkar has over 230 basic research publications in polymer science and engineering and twenty edited books to his credit. In recognition of his work, he has been honoured with the degree of Honorary Doctorate in Science by over a dozen universities, which include universities of London, Pretoria, Wisconsin, Delhi etc. by the Government of India, which include the committee to investigate the major accident in the petrochemical complex, MGCC in Maharashtra, reforms and restructuring of Regional Engineering Colleges, promotion of R&D in Drugs and Pharmaceuticals etc. He was also the technical assessor for the one-man inquiry commission set up after the Bhopal accident. The recommendations of these committees have had a significant impact in industry, education, and in research and development etc.
The President of India has honoured Dr. Mashelkar with Padmashri (1991) and with Padmabhushan (2000) in recognition of his contributions to nation building. Biochemistry, 2005 
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